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Wells County Soil & Water Conservation District

117 W. Harvest Road ( Bluffton, IN  46714 
 Phone (260) 824-1930 ext. 3

SWCD MEETING MINUTES – November 13, 2018
The Wells Co. SWCD met Nov. 13, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the NRCS/SWCD office at 117 West Harvest Road, Bluffton, IN.  Supervisors present were: Dale Thomas, Dave Ramseyer, Leann Nash, & Kevin Brickley.  Others present were Lynne Huffman; SWCD District Coordinator, Arelys Ortiz; NRCS District Conservationist and Stacia Henderson; Upper Wabash River Basin Commission Secretary. Minutes from the September 11, 2018 meeting were presented.  Dale Thomas made a motion to accept the minutes.  Dave Ramseyer seconded.  The treasurer’s report ending November 8, 2018 was presented.  Kevin Brickley made a motion to accept the report, Dale Thomas seconded, the motion carried.  
Old Business:  
New Business: Annual Meeting – Annual Meeting has been scheduled for Feb. 21st, 2019 at 6pm at the Wells County 4-H Park.  4 meal options were presented.  BUM Catering, The Corner Depot, Dan’s Fish Fry and Southern Wells Church.  Wells SWCD as well as Rock Creek selected Southern Wells Church.  Purdue Extension will need to vote as well.  Our speaker will be Professor Peter Goldsbrough from Purdue University who will speak on GMO vs. Non-GMO. Board voted to purchase Coffee Mugs as our give away this year.  Lynne will take care of finding the best deal. Field Day- The fall cover crop field day will be held on November 30th at the Boyscout Cabin at Markle Park from 8-11am.  Coffee and donuts will be served.  Stephanie McClain from Indiana NRCS who is the State Soil Health Specialist will speak on Cover Crops.  Bill Horan from Purdue Extension will also talk about his Drone project. Annual Conference – Time to register for annual conference.  Dale Thomas will be our delegate.  Lynne asked for permission to attend as well.  Dale made a motion to allow Lynne to attend conference.  Dave Ramseyer seconded.  Lynne will make reservations for herself and Dale. Adopt A Highway- Need to do our road clean up one more time.  Due to several board members still harvesting, Lynne will watch the weather and try to pick a “nice” day and get everyone together.
Conservation Application:   Liz Ortiz reported that she and Lynne are still completing hel/wetland determinations. There is still no farm bill. We won’t know anything until after February 2019. There has been talk of merging CSP with EQIP.  No further details at this time.  Friday is the deadline for RCPP-EQIP and CAP applications.  The regular EQIP deadline to have your application turned in is December 21st. Obligation deadline would be sometime in April.

Reports:  Upper Wabash River Basin Commission – Stacia reported that they are still waiting on the final report of the Wabash River study.  Hope to have it at the December meeting..  CWI 2017 Huntington County- approximately $17,156 of the $22,500 is paid out for Wells County, with the rest spoken for pending the weather. CWI 2017 Adams County – approximately $14,400 of our $15,000 of cost share is accounted for.    CWI 2018 Blackford County – $8,637.00 in cost share has been approved. 
LSRW – Completed water sampling for this year.  Also Lynne, Liz Ortiz and Dave Lefforge participated in the “Windshield Survey” and completed one watershed.  Have a steering committee meeting on Nov. 15th. Rule 5- Completed a new Rule 5 plan for a Hoosier Highway & CR 100 W Realignment. 
Other Business: SWCD Board Candidate –Lynne has received an application for a new board member to replace Dave Ramseyer who’s term is expiring.  William “Bill” Johnson has filled out an application and will be voted on at annual meeting. NACD Membership – Membership to the NACD is due.  Each year since 2006 we have pledged $500.00.  After discussion, Dave Ramseyer made a motion to pledge $500.  Kevin Brickley seconded.
Claim forms were signed, Dave made a motion to adjourn, Kevin seconded. Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting will be on Tuesday, December 11h at 6pm.  
Respectfully Submitted,







Lynne A. Huffman






District Coordinator
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