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Wells County Soil & Water Conservation District

117 W. Harvest Road ( Bluffton, IN  46714 
 Phone (260) 824-1930 ext. 3

SWCD MEETING MINUTES – September 10, 2019
The Wells Co. SWCD met September 10, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the NRCS/SWCD office at 117 West Harvest Road, Bluffton, IN.  Supervisors present were: Bill Johnson, Kevin Brickley,, Leann Nash, Dale Thomas & Jarrod Kunkel.  Others present were Arelys Ortiz; NRCS District Conservationist, Dave Lefforge; ISDA Resource Specialist and Lynne Huffman; SWCD District Coordinator.  Minutes from the August 13, 2019 meeting were presented. Jarrod Kunkel made a motion to accept the minutes. Kevin Brickley seconded.  The treasurer’s report ending Sept.10, 2019 was presented.  Bill Johnson made a motion to accept the report, Jarrod Kunkel seconded, the motion carried.  
Old Business:  CISMA – We have been approached by a (CISMA) Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area leader who has asked us to start a group in Wells County.  Recognizing that we have a problem with invasive species, we would like to find partners to join a group.  Dave Lefforge will be approaching the Friends of the Wabash State Park and Master Gardeners to find out their interest.
New Business: Fall Cover Crop Field Day– Field Day has been set for September 27th at Dale Thomas’s farm.  Sara Day will speak on cover crops as well as Bill Horan. Andy Ambriole will be available be available to answer questions and will bring his Highboy.  Cereal Rye was seeded on September 4th. SWCD Grant – Ossian Elementary has applied for the Wells SWCD Education Grant.  They are asking for $800 for their Naturally Speaking program.  After discussion, Dale Thomas made a motion to award them $800.  Kevin Brickley seconded, motion carried.
Conservation Application:   Liz reported that Locally Led information has been released.  This is to be completed by Oct. 31st.  After discussion, we will hold our meeting on September 3rd at 5pm followed by our monthly meeting.  This will be a change from originally scheduled Sept. 10th.  EQIP released an addition sign up for cover crop cost share.  This Disaster Relief has $900,000 for the entire state.  Signup will be due August 16th. CRP re-enrolls are due Sept. 16th. 
Reports:   CWI 2017 Huntington County- All funds are allocated. CWI 2017 Adams County –all funds are currently allocated  LSRW – $10,310.25 has been paid in cost share to date. 
Rule 5 -One new for Bluffton Animal Clinic
Other Business: Woodland Steward -Indiana Woodland Steward is a newsletter mailed to 27,000 landowner three times a year.  They ask for donations towards their mailing costs for Wells County landowners.  After discussion, Bill made a motion to donate $104.52. Jarrod seconded, motion carried. Clean Water Indiana -Lynne is planning to partner with Cheryl Jarrett and Huntington County on a 2020 (CWI) grant.  Applications are due Sept. 6th.
Claim forms were signed, Jarrod made a motion to adjourn, Bill seconded. Meeting adjourned.  Next meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept. 3rd at 6pm.
Respectfully Submitted,







Lynne A. Huffman
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